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disease who might recover if they would take proper
nourishment, and the medicine that science prescribes,
but which they imagine religion forbids.

Whence is all this knowledge obtained ? Largely
through the teaching in the homes. In India, as else-
where, the women are excessively superstitious ; and,
as is frequently the case where people cannot read, the
memory is very retentive. Stories heard when a child
are repeated with embellishments to their children, and
thus a constant religious education of the masses is
going on chiefly by the mothers. I have been struck
with the correct notions that even young children have,
of the peculiar practices of their caste, which are all
supposed to be fixed by divine authority. The Hindus
are the most religious people I have ever seen. If a
question is asked in England, " Why do you do this or
that ? " the answer would be, " I don't know," or, " Others
do it." In India it would be, " Our religion ordains it."
Here and there you meet men who do not care for the
gods, but these are rare; and even they must respect
the rules of their caste, or lose their old companions.
In the temples, mothers teach their children to present
their offerings, and reverently bow down before the
idols; in the rivers they 'teach them to bathe as a
religious duty; in their journeys to the shrines they
tell them of the benefits to be derived from such actions ;
and in the homes they instruct them concerning
the names and doings of the many gods that are
commonly worshipped. The greatest obstacles to
progress in mission work are those that the mothers
and wives place in the way.

The Teaching in the Schools. The efforts of the
educational department of the Government to induce
the schools of the lowest grades to place themselves
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